
GETTING INVOLVED:  RESOURCES AND ADVOCACY GROUPS

The National Human Trafficking Hotline: 1-888-373-7888

The National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) is a national, toll-free hotline, available to answer calls from anywhere in the country, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year. The NHTRC is a program of Polaris Project, a non-profit, non-governmental organization working exclusively on the issue of human trafficking. Visit the Polaris Project at http://www.polarisproject.org. They are not a government entity, law enforcement, or an immigration authority.                                                        

Amnesty International                                    

Amnesty International is a global movement of more than 3 million supporters, members and activists in more than 150 countries and territories who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights. They are independent of any government, political ideology, economic interest or religion and are funded mainly by our membership and public donations. http://www.amnesty.org/

Apne Aap 

Apne Aap (Hindi for “self-help”) works to empower the women and children of India’s red-light districts to escape sex trafficking. By providing them with education, healthcare and job skills, they break the cycle of poverty and discrimination that forces women into prostitution. They work with governments worldwide to end the stigmatization of those trapped in prostitution and criminalize those who exploit them. http://apneaap.org/              

ECPAT-USA 

ECPAT is a network of organizations and individuals working together to eliminate the commercial sexual exploitation of children around the world. It seeks to encourage the world community to ensure that children everywhere enjoy their fundamental rights free from all forms of commercial sexual exploitation.   http://ecpatusa.org/  

Equality Now

Equality Now works for the protection and promotion of the human rights of women and girls around the world. Working with grassroots women’s and human rights organizations and individual activists since 1992, Equality Now documents violence and discrimination against women and mobilizes international action to support efforts to stop these abuses. Our work is focused into four main program areas: Discrimination in Law, Sexual Violence, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), and Trafficking. http://www.equalitynow.org/ 

Freedom Network (USA)

Freedom Network (USA), which was established in 2001, is a coalition of 25 non-governmental organizations that provide services to, and advocate for the rights of, trafficking survivors in the United States. Since the enactment of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (VTVPA), Freedom Network (USA) members have worked closely with trafficked persons to ensure that they receive necessary services guaranteed under the VTVPA and have also been engaged in monitoring implementation of the law.  http://www.freedomnetworkusa.org
New Light 

New Light is located at Kalighat (Ward 83) in Kolkata, a five minute walk from Nirmal Hriday, Mother Teresa's home for the dying destitute. This is one of the oldest red light areas of Kolkata housing sex workers from the city, the districts and neighboring countries like Nepal and Bangladesh. New Light, a secular nonprofit charitable trust, set up a safe shelter to protect and educate young girls, children and women at high risk. The program provides educational opportunities, recreational facilities, health care and legal aid for the children, girls and women in their community. Because of its geographical location and the shared porous borders with Nepal and Bangladesh, Kolkata has emerged both as a source and a destination area for trafficking. Most of the women engaged in sex work in Kolkata have arrived in its various red light ares through this very violent route of abduction, enticement and exploitation.

http://www.newlightindia.org/ 

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Several PCUSA programs educate about and advocate for the elimination of human trafficking:

Compassion, Peace & Justice: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/human-trafficking/
Theology & Worship: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/theologyandworship/human-trafficking/ 

Office of Immigration Issues: http://oga.pcusa.org/  (see resources)

The Thoughtful Christian: http://www.thethoughtfulchristian.com/ (see Sex Trafficking study)

Presbyterian Women: http://horizons.pcusa.org/archives/encore/encore2010.htm Horizons
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